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UN Women’s Sixth Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces Global Leaders’ Forum 
will be held in Quito, Ecuador from November 28th to 30th 2023 on the 
theme “Strategic Foresight and Issues on the Horizon”. It will include lead-
ers/experts from more than 20 countries, including those participating in 
comprehensive human rights and evidence-based programmes in the Safe 
Cities and Safe Public Spaces Global Flagship Initiative. This includes grass-
roots women and girls/women’s rights and other community organizations, 
national and local governments, research institutes, representatives from 
the private sector and other partners from global women’s safety networks. 
The Global Forum forms part of UN Women’s commitment under the Action 
Coalition on Gender Based Violence that aims to share and discuss results, 
keys lessons learned, and support new partnerships to advance the interna-
tional knowledge base and programme action on ending sexual harassment 
and creating safe cities and public spaces for women and girls. 

Objectives:
• Support a cross-regional face to face learning platform for gender equal-

ity, women’s empowerment and ending violence against women and girls 
in agreed upon thematic areas. Forum exchanges will continue to inform 
the Online Knowledge and Exchange Platform: Global Safe Cities and 
Safe Public Spaces Community of Practice focused on the prevention and 
response to sexual harassment and other forms of sexual violence against 
women and girls in public spaces, in line with the UN reform.

• Discuss safe city free of violence against women and girls’ policy and 
programme action that can be further built to scale within and across 
cities and countries, as part of the localization of the Beijing Platform for 
Action, the New urban agenda and the Sustainable development Goals 
(SDGs). UN Women’s Flagship continues to focus on implementing stra-
tegic women’s rights approaches with a focus on leave no one behind 
(LNOB), shared accountability, and evaluability for impact.

• Strategize how the global movement on women’s safety in cities, rural 
spaces, and other settings (online, conflict, etc.) can maximize its policy 
and advocacy impact, including through UN Women’s generation equal-
ity campaign.

Three key takeaways 
from the Global Forum 
include:

Heightened engagement 
among multi sectoral 
stakeholders to implement 
safe and sustainable cities 
with women and girls’ policy 
and programme action.

Tools and applied lessons 
learned to further strengthen 
comprehensive multi-sectoral 
evidence, and human rights-
based approaches to prevent 
and respond to sexual 
harassment and other forms 
of sexual violence against 
women and girls in public 
spaces.

Good practices in the 
implementation of safe 
city and safe public spaces 
programming, which 
contributes to SDGs: 4,5,11, 
and 16.

Programme

6th Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces Global Leaders’ Forum

Quito, Ecuador
November 28th to 30th 2023

Strategic Foresight and Issues  
on the Horizon
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Snapshot for 2023 Safe Cities  
and Safe Public Spaces Global Leaders’ Forum
Through interdisciplinary expert-led discussion and debate with over 200 safe city stakeholders committed to 
transformational change in lives of women and girls in cities worldwide, this 2023 Forum will include: 

• A country-hosted meeting on the first day of the Forum which provides participants with a deep understanding 
of the national and local trends and developments related to sexual harassment and other forms of violence 
against women and girls, and within the continuum of violence. This will include:

• Plenary/moderated panel sessions on National Trends and Developments in Ecuador on Ending Violence 
against Women and Girls in public and private spaces and in multiple settings.

• Concurrent sessions/workshops on addressing violence against women and girls in the country, highlight-
ing practical interventions that form part of a comprehensive evidence based multi-sectoral approach.

• Fourth Global Meeting of Mayors for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment: A Commitment to Accelerate 
Action: Focused on city leader commitments to further implement multiple SDGs, the New Urban Agenda, and 
the Beijing Platform for Action (approaching 30 years since adoption) through integrated policy and programme 
action. The meeting is convened by UN Women with the city of Quito-as a founding safe city programme in the 
country (with 10+ years implementation).

• International Days of the Forum focused on addressing contemporary challenges and partnership solution 
including:

• Plenary/moderated armchair dialogue sessions on 1) Trends and Developments to localize the Sustain-
able Development Goals, including through the SC/SPS Global Flagship Initiative and 2) Innovation and 
multi-sectoral partnerships to address complex challenges in safe public space initiatives

• An information and exchange roundtable led by partners in the women’s safety movement to improve 
the knowledge and skills of multiple partners working to prevent and respond to sexual violence, and 
further build on the momentum created by #MeToo and other movements.

• Dedicated spaces for exchanges and quick chats to learn about new developments and good practices 
in safe city and safe public spaces with women and girls’ initiatives.
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Departure of Buses 
Buses will depart Swissotel and Hilton Colon Hotel at 8:00am 
to go to the venue.

Venue 
Salon de la Ciudad - Municipio de Quito / City Hall, 
Municipality of Quito

8:30 - 9:00 
Venue: Foyer

Registration

9:00 - 10:00 
Salon de la Ciudad / City Hall, Municipality of Quito

Ecuador Forum on Addressing Violence against 
Women in Public Spaces in Multiple Settings
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic, French, English and Spanish, 
and virtual access as well)

Host Speaker: Maria Isabel Carmigniani

Opening of the Ecuador Forum :
Joselyn Mayorga, President of the Gender Commission 

Lena Savelli, Resident Coordinator, United Nations

Ana Elena Badilla, Country Representative, United Nations 
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women 
(UN Women), Ecuador 

Pabel Munoz, Mayor of the City of Quito

(Musical performance)

10:00 - 10:15
Venue: Foyer
 
Short coffee and tea break

10:15 - 11:30 
Plenary Room: Salon de la Ciudad / City Hall, City of Quito

Armchair Dialogue: Key Trends, Developments 
and Achievements to Prevent and Respond to 
Sexual Harassment and other forms of Violence 
against Women and Girls: Understanding the 
Ecuadorian Context 
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic, French, English and Spanish, 
and virtual access as well)

Moderator: Maria Sol Borja, Ecuadorian journalist

Rapporteur: Alexandra Guerron, UN Women

Armchair dialogue with: 
Geraldine Guerra, Latin America Association of Alternative 
Development, ALDEA 
Key trends on VAWG in public and private spaces, Data on sexual 
harassment and violence against women and girls, and data gaps.

Carolina Andrade, Expert in security, defense, and 
intelligence 
Impact of transnational organized crime on fear and experience of 
VAWG in public and private spaces (urban, rural, online spaces)

Juana Francis Bone, President of the Women’s Collective 
“Mujeres de Asfalto”
Violence against differently positioned women and girls in Ecuador 
(LNOB) 

11:30 - 11:45 
Transfer to the Metropolitan Cultural Center 
(All delegates will walk across the town square to the venue for 
lunch and the afternoon sessions.)

12:00 - 13:15 
Venue: Metropolitan Cultural Center

Lunch and Networking Session,  
Onsite Exposition Visit

13:15 - 15:00
Five Concurrent Sessions
Venue: Metropolitan Cultural Center

The following sessions will share achievements, and lessons 
learned from different stakeholders united in partnership to 
create safe and empowering spaces with women and girls- 
free of sexual harassment and other forms of violence against 
women and girls in Ecuador. 

Each session will include diverse perspectives, including 
expertise from grassroots women/women’s organizations, 
NGOs, police, academia, and national and local governments.

Session 1 
Room: Library Leonidas Batallas

Comprehensive approaches in three cities to 
prevent and respond to sexual harassment and 
other forms of violence against women and girls 
in urban public spaces
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic, French, English and Spanish)

Chair: Nidya Pesantez, Country Representative, 
UN Women Bolivia

Rapporteur: Flor Maria Diaz, International Consultant 
UN Women

Tuesday,  
November 28th
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Participants:
Maria Belen Proano, Social Inclusion Secretariat of the 
Municipality of Quito
Quito Safe City: Looking to the future, after a decade of results.

Stefania Andrade, Director of Manager of Reconstruction of 
the Social Fabric, Municipality of Guayaquil
Data and research at local level on sexual violence in public spaces.

Mary Cabrera, Coordinator, Human Development, City of 
Cuenca, Ecuador
Cuenca Safe City: Results of the program, with an emphasis on 
safety in rural spaces

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 2 
Room: Protocolary hall

Digitalization: Opportunities and Pitfalls 
to Ending Violence against Women and Girls 
in Ecuador
(Simultaneous translation in French, English and Spanish)

Chair: Miriam Bandes, Country Representative, UN Women 
El Salvador

Rapporteur: Kathryn Travers, UN Women

Participants: 
Priscilla Purtschert, Women’s Rights Organization-Taller 
Comunicación Mujer. 
Preliminary results of the scoping study on tech-facilitated sexual 
harassment and other forms of violence against women (Quito, 
Guayaquil, and Cuenca) 

Mayra Tirira, Surkuna, Online survivor support systems.

María Augusta Hermida, University of Cuenca, Student 
Initiative for safe spaces.

Paulina Jimenez, UNDP, Flowers in the air. 
Sharing the experience of mapping the journey of women survivors 
of femicide

Santiago Verdesoto, Principal Executive, Development 
Bank of Latin America and the Caribbean (CAF), Ecuador.
Tools to support safe urban spaces.

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 3 
Room: Library of Applied Sciences

Good practices and challenges on diverse 
manifestations of harassment and VAWG in the 
Ecuadorian context
(Simultaneous translation in Spanish and English)

Chair: Alison Vasconez, Program Specialist, UN Women 
Ecuador

Rapporteur: Sofia El Caidi, UN Women Morocco

Participants:
Maria Gabriela Alvear, Dialogo Diverso, 
Sexual violence of women in all of their diversities in public space.

Elizabeth Arauz, UN Women Ecuador 
Study about migrant women and sexual harassment in public spaces.

Nemo Andy, Indigenous Leader
Violence against Indigenous women in Amazon Communities.

Hipatia Gudino, President of the National Coordinator of 
Afro-descendant Women’s Organizations - Imbabura.
Agenda of Afro descendant women in Ecuador. 

Session 4 
Room: Auditorium Hugo Aleman Fierro

New and strengthened partnerships to address 
safety and security challenges in Ecuador
(Session in Spanish only)

Chair: Maria Angeles Zumarraga, Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) United States 
Embassy, United States

Rapporteur: Carolina Tejada, UN Women Colombia

Participants:
Xavier Cobenas, Project Coordinator, UN Habitat, Ecuador
Inclusive cities

Paulina Castillo, Women’s Directorate of the Municipality of 
Guayaquil.
Citizen Security Plan.

Andrea Villalba, Gender and Criminal Justice Specialist 
UNODC.
Security challenges from a gender perspective.

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 5 
Room: Library of Social Sciences

Gender Equality Champion-Led Cities
(Simultaneous translation in Spanish and English)

Chair: Bibiana Aido Almagro, Country Representative, 
Colombia

Rapporteur: Maria Elena Rodriguez, Plural

Participants:
Andre Walker, Director of Social Responsibility,  
Aucas Sports Club
Code of Ethics and Protocol for the Prevention of Harassment in Sport.

Alexandra Moncada, Gender Director of Pichincha 
Provincial Council, Gender Equality Policy of Pichincha.

Diego Gordon, Executive Director of the British Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Business guide for the prevention and attention of harassment and 
violence in the workplace (ILO C 190)



6

Edison Porras, Gender and Masculinities Social Lab, 
Masculinities in motion, intersection between masculinities 
and migration.

Paz Guarderas, Interuniversity Network of Feminist 
Research, National Data on Sexual Harassment in Universities

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

15:15  
Buses depart the Metropolitan Cultural Center to bring 
international delegates to each of the designated hotels.

16:30  
Buses depart hotels to bring international delegates to the 
venue for the mayors’ meeting and cultural show (Centro 
Cultural Itchimbia)

17:00 - 18:15
Venue: Centro Cultural Itchimbia

Fourth UN Global Meeting of Mayors and Local 
Governments on Gender Equality and Women’s 
Empowerment
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic English, Spanish, French)

Chair: City of Quito (TBA)

Opening remarks: Maria-Noel Vaeza, UN Women Regional 
Director for the Americas and the Caribbean, Generation 
Equality Project Executive (a.i) and Senior Advisor to the 
Executive Director, UN Women

Mayors in attendance from around the world will announce 
their commitments to gender equality and ending 
violence against women and girls helping to accelerate 
the implementation of the New Urban Agenda, the Beijing 
Platform for Action and CEDAW.

Closing remarks of session and commitment:  
Pabel Munoz, Mayor of the City of Quito

18:15 - 19:30
Location: Centro Cultural Itchimbia

Cultural evening performance

19:45  
Buses depart for international delegates staying at the Hilton 
Colon Quito and Swissotel.

Departure of Buses 
Buses will depart Swissotel at 8:45am to go to the Hilton 
Colon Hotel.

Venue 
Hilton Colon Quito 

9:30 - 10:00 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2 

Opening of the Sixth Global Leaders’ Forum on 
Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic, French, English and Spanish, 
and virtual access as well)

Host Speaker: María Isabel Carmigniani

Speakers:  
Maria-Noel Vaeza, UN Women Regional Director for the 
Americas and the Caribbean, Generation Equality Project 
Executive (a.i) and Senior Advisor to the Executive Director, 
UN Women

Pabel Munoz, Mayor, City of Quito

Excellency Elena Madrazo Hegewisch, Spain Ambassador 
to Ecuador

10:00 - 11:45
Armchair Dialogue 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2

Trends and Developments to localize the 
Sustainable Development Goals, including 
through the SC/SPS Global Flagship Initiative
(Simultaneous translation in Arabic, French, English and Spanish, 
and virtual access as well)

Host Speaker: María Isabel Carmigniani

Rapporteur: Kathryn Travers, UN Women 

Introductory remarks focused on forward-looking approaches 
and preparing for change and Chair of Session:  
Kalliopi Mingeirou Chief, Ending Violence against Women 
and Girls Section, UN Women

Armchair dialogue with
Abby Cordova, Associate Professor, Global affairs in the 
Keough School of Global Affairs at the University of Notre 
Dame, Indiana, United States 
Transnational organized crime and links to everyday forms of VAWG, 
and multi-violence contexts.

Wednesday,  
November 29th 
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Morena Valdez, Minister of Tourism, El Salvador
Fostering an integrated approach to ensure women’s safety, 
greening of public space, and the economic viability of tourism.

Ruwani Dharmakirthi, Senior Gender Programme Advisor, 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

(20 minutes for audience discussion)

11:45 - 13:00 

Lunch and Networking Session 
Room: Bartolome

13:00 - 14:30
Four Concurrent Sessions

Session 1 
Room: Catolica Hall 1 and 2

Increasing women and girls’ participation in 
addressing the climate crisis through integrated 
women’s safety approaches
(Simultaneous translation in English and Spanish)

Methodology: Question and Answer Panel

Opening remarks and moderated discussion: 
Kathryn Travers, UN Women

Rapporteur: Natsuki Hosoya, Fellow, UN Women

Participants: 
Nidya Pesantez, Representative, UN Women Bolivia

Andrea Flores, International Association of Public Transport 
(UITP)

Alejandro Hoyos Guerrero, Senior Transport Specialist, 
World Bank

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 2 
Room: Las Juntas Hall 
 
Strengthening approaches to data collection on 
sexual harassment at the local level to inform 
policy and programming 
(Simultaneous translation English, French, and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations

Moderator: Alison Vasconez, ONU Mujeres Ecuador

Rapporteur: Alice Rugerindinda, UN Women Rwanda

Participants: 
Angelica Rosario Rios Ramirez, Manager of Social 
Development, de Desarrollo Social, Peru

Karen Rodriguez, Coordinator of Qualitative Analysis, 
Citizen Security Observatory of Quito, Ecuador. 
Methodology for collecting data on sexual harassment in Quito

Donia Allani, Coordinator, UN Women Tunisia
Lessons from Collecting Data on Online Violence against Women, 
Tunisia and Libya.

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 3 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2 

Global Community of Practice Buzz Session: 
Insights from Latin America Safe Cities on SDG 
Localization
(Simultaneous translation in English, Arabic French and Spanish)

Methodology: There will be three rotating panels 
(15 minutes per panel) in the room. They will focus on a 
selected issue/theme in which safe city experts will bring to 
the table from three different programmes. Each panel will 
be followed with a 10-minute audience question and answer 
timeslot, before the next country panel begins.

Moderator: Leah Tandeter, EVAW Specialist, Regional 
Office of the Americas and the Caribbean, UN Women

Rapporteur: Flor Diaz, UN Women

Uruguay panel 
Nohelia MIllan, Director of Gender and Equity Canelones 

Solana Quesada, Director of the Gender Equality Advisor’s 
office, Montevideo

Constanza Narancio, UN Women Uruguay

Bolivia Panel 
Nieves Guevara, Munasim Kullakita Foundation, Bolivia

Giandhira Yrady, Technical Officer, UN Women Bolivia

Colombia Panel 
Bibiana Aido Almagro, Country Representative, UN Women 
Colombia

Helda Marino, Head of the Barranquilla Women’s Office

Elena Pantoja, Secretary of Women, Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identities, City of Pasto.
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Session 4 
Room: El Dorado Hall 

Leveraging support to prevent and respond  
to violence against women and girls  
(social safety nets)
(Simultaneous translation English and Spanish)

Methodology: Question and Answer Panel

Introductory remarks and Chair: Kalliopi Mingeirou, 
Chief, Ending Violence against Women

Rapporteur: Andrea Chazaro, UN Women Mexico

Participants: 
Claudia Martinez, Province of Cordoba´s Minister of 
Women, Argentina

Amal Tawfik, Director of the Women’s Complaints Office, 
National Council for Women, Egypt

Angela Cutasevici, Vice Mayor, Chisinau, Moldova

Lora Forsythe, Associate Professor of Gender, Inequalities 
and Food Systems at the Natural Resources Institute, 
University of Greenwich 
Women’s Safety and Food Security.

Hoang Thi Thu Huong, Chairperson, Da Nang Women’s 
Union, Vietnam 
Integrated approach to Da Nang safe city and linkages to social 
safety nets

(10 minutes for audience discussion)

14:30 - 14:45 
Venue: Foyer

Coffee and Tea Break

14:45 - 16:15
Four Concurrent Sessions

Session 1 
Venue: Las Juntas Hall 

Strategies to address persistent backlash and 
pushback to sexual harassment and other forms 
of violence against women and girls
(Simultaneous translation English, French and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations

Chair: Leah Tandeter, Regional Office of the Americas and 
the Caribbean, UN Women

Rapporteur: Margarita Fernandez, UN Women 
El Salvador

Participants: 
Flor Diaz, International Consultant, UN Women
Lessons from Regional dialogue with civil society and other partners 
on addressing backlash in region.

Sarra Ben Said, Executive Director, Aswat Nissa, Tunisia

Ana Falu, Co-founder of the Women and Habitat Network of 
Latin America, of the Centro de Intercambio y Servicios para 
el Cono Sur Argentina (CISCSA), Argentina

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 2 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2

Global Community of Practice Buzz Sessions: 
Safe City Teams and SDG Localization
(Simultaneous translation in French, English, Arabic and Spanish)

Methodology: There will be four rotating panels (15 minutes 
per panel) in the room, focused on a selected issue/theme 
safe city experts will bring to the table from three different 
programmes. Each panel will be followed with a 5-minute 
audience question and answer time-slot, before the next 
country panel begins.

Moderator: Piyali Sarkar Debnath, UN Women India

Rapporteur: Kathryn Travers, UN Women

Safe City Teams
Egypt 
General Muhammad Raafat, Secretary General of the 
Governorate of Damietta with Salma Nasser, Programme 
Specialist, UN Women Egypt

Tanzania Safe City
Lucy Tesha, Programme Specialist, EVAW, UN Women 
Tanzania
Interventions on addressing sexual harassment in tertiary education, 
Zanzibar.

Ethiopia Safe Cities
Seid Ali, Programme Specialist, UN Women Ethiopia with 
Yeshimebet Teklu Lemma, Program Advisor, Norwegian 
Church Aid, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Morocco Safe Cities
Sofia El Caidi, UN Women Morocco and Aziz Lebbar, 
Vice-Mayor, International Relations and Investments, 
City of Fez.
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Session 3 
Room: Catolica Hall 1 and 2 

Strategic partnerships to respond to 
transnational organized crime and everyday 
forms of violence against women
(Simultaneous translation English and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations

Chair: Miriam Bandes, Country Representative, UN Women 
El Salvador

Rapporteur: Priscila Purtscher, Taller Comunicación Mujer, 
Ecuador

Participants: 
Waqar Ahmad, Project Director, Safe City Peshawar  
Police Department Kyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan

Maite Rodriguez Blandon, Women and Habitat Network of 
Latin America

Sheetal Ranjan, Professor, Justice Studies & Sociology  
Montclair State University, New Jersey, United States

(15 minutes for audience discussion)

Session 4 
Room: El Dorado Hall 

Strengthening essential services to address 
sexual harassment of women in all their diversity
(Simultaneous translation English and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations

Moderator: Carolina Vergara, UN Women Ecuador

Rapporteur: Giandhira Yrady, UN Women Bolivia

Participants: 
Victor Hugo Villacres, Manager of Social and Environmental 
Responsibility at the Quito Metro
The Metro culture and protocols for the prevention and response to 
sexual harassment, Ecuador

Huynh Le Nhu Trang, Vice Director, Ho Chi Minh City, 
Department of Labor, Invalids and Social affairs, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam
One Stop Model for women and children survivors of violence in 
Ho Chi Minh : A coordinated approach supporting the delivery of 
essential services under the safe city programme.

Agustina Rodriguez, Coordinator of the Gender Specialized 
Network of the Association of Iberoamerican Public 
Ministries
Increasing access to justice for survivors of sexual harassment, 
Regional Protocol in Development, Latin America

Naghmana, Additional Secretary of Development, Home 
and tribal affairs department, Kyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

16:30  
Bus departs Hilton Colon for those international delegates 
staying at the Swiss hotel.

18:00  
Buses depart from the Swissotel and Hilton Colon hotel for 
international delegates who will attend the dinner reception 
organized by local host partners.

20:30  
Buses depart venue of the dinner reception to take 
international delegates back to the designated hotels (Hilton 
Colon Quito and Swissotel.
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Departure of Buses 
Buses will depart Swissotel at 8:30am to go to the Hilton 
Colon Hotel.

Venue 
Sofitel Rabat Jardin des Roses Hotel 
Plenary Room: Sala Shyris 1 y 2 
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, French and Arabic)

9:00 - 9:45  
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2

Report Back from Sessions on Day One and Two 
of Forum
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, French and Arabic)

Host Speaker: Ecuador 

Forum Proceedings: Rapporteurs will succinctly 
present approaches, practices and tools and highlight 
recommendations from the first two days of the Forum.

9:45 - 11:30
Armchair Dialogue 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2 

Innovation and multi-sectoral partnerships to 
address complex challenges in safe public space 
initiatives
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, French and Arabic)

Moderator: Kathryn Travers, UN Women 

Rapporteur: Maimouna Seyni Yaye, UN Women Niger

Introductory Remarks, Laura Capobianco, Senior Policy 
Advisor, EVAW, UN Women 

Armchair dialogue with:
Maite Rodriguez Blandon, Global Coalition on Safe Cities, 
Action Coalition Gender Based Violence
Strategic partnerships to address the pushback and rollback on 
women’s rights approaches at the local level.

Paolina Vercoutere Quinche, Vice Prefect of Imbabura
Addressing sexual violence and other forms of violence against 
Indigenous women to inform evidence-based approaches to safety 
in Ecuador.

Tricia Gloria Nabaye, Lead on Engagement and Advocacy, 
Pollicy 
Use of technology to strengthen women’s participation in cities and 
communities and strategies to address sexual harassment online and 
offline: Lessons from Africa.

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

11:30 - 13:00
Room: Bartolome

Lunch and Networking

13:00 - 14:30
Four Concurrent Sessions

Session 1 
Room: Catolica Hall 1 and 2 

Women’s movement building and coalitions 
to address backlash and pushback on sexual 
harassment and other forms of violence against 
women
(Simultaneous translation English and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations 

Moderator: Flor Diaz, UN Women

Rapporteur: Saman Ahsan, UN Women Pakistan

Participants: 
Lana Finikin, Huairou Commission Executive Director, Sistren 
Theatre Collective, Kingston, Jamaica

Blanca Pacheco, Representative of the Women’s Assembly 
of Cuenca, Ecuador

Guadence Mushimiyimana, Co-founder and Executive 
Director, Rwandan Organization of Women with Disabilities 
(UNABU), Kigali, Rwanda 

Helda Marino, Head of the Barranquilla Women’s Office and 
Eilyn Veronica Diaz Romero, Leader and Representative, 
Women’s Organization from Barranquilla, Colombia

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

Session 2 
Room: Las Juntas Hall

Young feminist research and action panel on safe 
and sustainable cities
(Simultaneous translation in English and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations

Chair: Myriem Noussairi, Programme Specialist, 
UN Women Morocco

Rapporteur: Rosemary Barberet, Professor in the 
Sociology Department, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
New York, United States

Thursday,  
November 30th 
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Participants: 
Jackie Genova, Inclusive Public Transit Infrastructure, PHD 
Candidate, University College London, United Kingdom

Dawn Beichner-Thomas, Professor in the Criminal Justice 
Sciences, Department and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality 
Studies Program Illinois State University, United States

Ljubica Fuentes, Director, Citizens of the World Foundation, 
Ecuador

Marina Aurelia Macias Pineda, University Tecnológico de 
Monterrey, Representative Student Group Girl Up, Mexico

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

Session 3 
Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2 

Strengthening action on social norms change to 
promote women and girls’ rights to the city
(Simultaneous translation in English, Arabic, Spanish, and French)

Methodology: Question and Answer Panel

Chair: Kalliopi Mingeirou, Chief, EVAW Section, 
UN Women

Rapporteur: Seid Ali, UN Women Ethiopia

Participants: 
Vineet Kapoor, Indian Police Service, Community Policing, 
Police Headquarters Bhopal, India

Aminata Ndiaye, Director of Planning and Transferred 
Competencies, City of Guediawaye, Senegal (Institutional 
Norms change)

Onelia Roca, Director of Women’s Office, Guatemala City, 
Guatemala

Amine Baha, Initiative for the Protection of Women’s Rights 
(IPDF), Fez, Morocco

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

Session 4 
Room: El Dorado Hall 

Joined up action and coordination across the 
municipality on addressing sexual harassment in 
multiple settings
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, Arabic)

Methodology: Question and Answer Panel

Chair: Mersiha Zulcic, Protection Coordinator, Ending 
Violence against Women (EVAW), Safe City and Safe Public 
Space Initiatives, UN Women Bosnia and Herzegovina

Rapporteur: Sofia El Caidi, UN Women Morocco

Participants: 
Mariella Mazzotti, Deputy Mayor, Montevideo, Uruguay

Lindsay Mullin, Outreach and Engagement Specialist · 
Halifax Regional, Halifax Transit community outreach and 
engagement, Canada

Gorica Ivic, Executive Director, United Women Banja Luka, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Christine Mbaye, Project Manager, NGO InterMondes 
Dakar Safe City and Safe Public Spaces Programme, Senegal

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)

14:30 - 14:45 
Venue: Foyer

Coffee and Tea Break

14:45-16:30 
Three Concurrent Sessions

Session 1 
Plenary Room: Shyris Hall 1 and 2

Women’s economic empowerment and safety 
interlinkages and action
(Simultaneous translation in English, Arabic French, and Spanish)

Methodology: Question and Answer Panel

Chair: Moni Pizani, Country Representative, UN Women 
Guatemala 

Rapporteur: Lucy Tesha, UN Women Tanzania

Participants: 
Manoj Singh, Director, Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board, India

Lana Finikin, Huairou Commission, Executive Director, 
Sistren Theatre Collective, Kingston, Jamaica

Touriya Faraj, President of the Municipal Commission of 
International Relations, Partnerships and Cooperation, 
City of Fez, and Amine Baha, Initiative for the Protection of 
Women’s Rights (IPDF), Fez, Morocco

(15 minutes reserved for audience discussion)
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Session 2 
Room: Catolica Hall 1 and 2

Training Session: Addressing vicarious  
trauma for those working to address and end 
sexual violence
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, and French)

This interactive session is intended for multi-stakeholders 
who are working to address and ultimately end sexual 
violence. 

The session aims to increase knowledge on what vicarious 
trauma is and how it manifests emotionally and physically 
and access to guidance and concrete strategies for self-care 
and social care.

Introduction of Participants: 
Flor Maria Diaz, UN Women 

Participants: 
Lilibeth Cortes, Deputy Director, Transitional Justice, 
Sisma Mujer

Juliana Ospitia, Psychologist, Management Unit, 
Sisma Mujer

Session 3 
Room: El Dorado Hall

Emerging data on sexual harassment in public 
spaces and advocacy and collective organization 
of gender champions on ending sexual 
harassment in public spaces
(Simultaneous translation in English and Spanish)

Methodology: Presentations 

Chair: Kathryn Travers, UN Women

Rapporteur: Jackie Genova, PHD Candidate, University 
College London, United Kingdom

Participants: 
Rosemary Barberet, Professor in the Sociology Department, 
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, United 
States

Amy Brierley, Safe City & Safe Public Spaces-Social Policy 
Strategist, Public Safety Office, Halifax, Canada

Joanna Hunter, Associate Professor of Sociology
Center for Social and Cultural Research, Radford University, 
Virginia, United States, and Candice Small, Head of Re-
search, William & May Libraries, Williamsburg, Virginia.
Closing evidence gaps related to women’s experiences of sexual 
harassment in libraries.

Juan Pablo Poli, Activist, Sociologist, Leader in Political 
Advocay Processes, Argentina

16:30 - 17:15 
Venue: Plenary Room

Closing Session 
(Simultaneous translation in English, Spanish, French, Arabic)

Host Speaker: Maria Isabel Carmigniani
Short report back from all rapporteurs from session held on day 
three of the Forum (2 minutes per speaker).

17:00 - 17:15
Maria-Noel Vaeza, UN Women Regional Director for the 
Americas and the Caribbean, Generation Equality Project 
Executive (a.i) and Senior Advisor to the Executive Director, 
UN Women

Maria Fernanda Racines, Deputy Mayor of Quito

Global Commitment Announcement  
(Action Coalitions/Generation Equality).

 






